[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image21.wmf]       
[image: image22.png]



[image: image23.png]Happy St.Patrick's Day !



                                                                                                                     
COMMUNICANT     

[image: image24.png]



                                                                                              [image: image25.png]



The Communicant

February 2017
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

3328 William Penn Ave.

Johnstown, PA 15909

814-322-1307 (office)

Email:  stpaulsmc@atlanticbbn.net

www.stpaulsevluth-mc.com
The Rev. Kevin McNamara

Worship Services:

Saturday             5:30 p.m.

Sunday                9:00 a.m.

Your St. Paul’s Council:

President

Jim Hockensmith

322-1090

Vice President

Dave Kivisto


749-9780

Treasurer

Steve Kauffman

322-4533

Secretary

Joyce Long


748-7906

Nora Albright
Sandy Albright
Virginia Ankeny
Deanna Deetscreek

Jamie Kmett

Carol Fox
Michael Gaunt
Shelby Livingston
Cathy Tompkins
Ed Vorhauer

Call if you have questions or concerns for them to consider. Next Council Meeting will be 

March 6th, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

“BY GOD’S GRACE WE GROW IN FAITH, SHARE JESUS CHRIST, AND SERVE ONE ANOTHER IN LOVE!”

Weekly Worship and Lectionary Bible Study
First Sunday In Lent

March 1st 

9:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study

7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship
March 4th 
5:30 p.m. Holy Communion Worship

March 5th 

10:00 a.m. Holy Communion Worship

10:30 a.m. Sunday School all Ages

Second Sunday In Lent

March 8th
9:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study

7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship
March 11th 
5:30 p.m. Holy Communion Worship

March 12th 

9:00 a.m. Holy Communion Worship

10:30 Sunday School all Ages

11:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal

Third Sunday In Lent

March 15th 

9:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship
March 18th 

5:30 p.m. Holy Communion Worship

March 19th 

9:00 a.m. Holy Communion Worship

10:30 Sunday School all Ages

11:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal
Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 22nd 

9:30 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study

7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship
March 25th 

5:30 p.m. Holy Communion Worship

March 26th 

9:00 a.m. Holy Communion Worship

10:30 Sunday School all Ages

11:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal

March 2017

Pastor’s Page
“Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found;”
(Psalm 32:6a NIV)


Prayer is good.  Prayer is a spiritual discipline.   Let’s pray more and more during Lent.  A very good thing to add in Lent is prayer!   

Lent is also a good season to give up things.  I am giving up Facebook once again—I look forward to that each year.  Chocolate—Adios.   I can live without Facebook and chocolate.  


What I can’t live without is God’s Word.  So…to help us hear God’s Word, we have three Lenten devotionals on the back table of the Church narthex.  I plan to set aside time to read, meditate upon, and contemplate God’s Word as found in the devotionals.  Time with our Lord reading God’s Word is another spiritual discipline, as is worship!


Worship services are added during Lent.  Each Tuesday during Lent at noon there is an ecumenical service at one of the local churches, followed by a light lunch.  This is a good time to worship with our friends in Christ from the Methodist, Brethren, Roman Catholic, Byzantine Catholic, Church of God, and other faith traditions.  See the schedule posted on the bulletin board! And please come!!  


We also will worship at our church every Wednesday evening at 7 p.m.  We will be using a Sermon Series based on the writings and Sermons of Martin Luther called “Facing the Cross.”   I look forward to seeing you Wednesday evenings.  


We will continue to pray on Wednesday evenings.  We meet at six pm to lift up to the Lord in prayer our family, our friends, those on our prayer list and those in need in our hearts, confident that the Lord hears and answers prayer.   Please come!   We want to pray for those on your hearts as well. 


One more spiritual discipline is worth considering this season—the spirit and practice of gratitude.   The Lord has richly blessed us here at St. Paul’s—let us add our voices of gratitude this Lent to our prayers, our scripture readings, and worship.  And may God bless you all! Come, Lord Jesus!

“Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous;

sing, all you who are upright in heart!”
 (Psalm 32:11 NIV)

MARCH
GREETERS

1 -  Ash Wednesday

  Allan & Regina Vorhauer

  5  -  Brittany Ribblett / Clara Myers

12  -  Aaron & Jeannette Tompkins

19  -  Mark & Marsha Kretchman

26  -  Pam & Kevin Kabo

USHERS

1 -  Ash Wednesday

  Ed Vorhauer / Marlin Plymette

  5  -  Jim & Elizabeth Penna

12  -  Michele & Bob Jones

19  -  Theresa Schmidt & Theresa Shoemaker

26  -   Woodrow Gay / Walter Ditchcreek

LECTORS

   1   -  Ash Wednesday

  Barb Bolton

  5  -  Shelby Livingston
12  -  Eric Grecek

19  -  Jim Hockensmith
26  -  Sue Frear
ACOLYTES

  1 -  Ash Wednesday

 Madison Tompkins / Makenzie Campbell 

  5  -  Sam & Joe Penna

12  -  Makenzie Campbell / Bella Grecek

19  -  Lakelyn Campbell / Carter Martin

26  -  Quinten Vorhauer / Monica Fry

ALTAR GUILD
Sue Vorhauer / Linda Sell

WORSHIP ASSISTANT
Scott Griffith

COMMUNION ASSISTANT
Dave Cobaugh

HEAD USHERS
Sarah Ross / Theresa Schmidt
*** Please note:  The volunteers listed above for each Sunday are scheduled randomly.  If it is a problem for you on a particular Sunday, please let me know and I will gladly reschedule you.  If something comes up on short notice and you can’t be here, don’t worry about it, someone will cover for you.  Thanks.   Debbie

APRIL
GREETERS

2  -  Deb & Leslie Sheesley
  9  -  Aaron & Holly Ribblett
16  -  (E) Walter Ditchcreek / Jim Amigh
          (L) Lois Graham / Jeannette Vorhauer
23  -  The Hodge Family
30  -  Margie Bearer & Children
USHERS

2  -  Hailee & Jackie Sheesley
  9  -   Carol Fox / Virginia Ankeny
16  -  (E) Steve & Sue Kauffman
          (L) Jeff & Annette Gerber
23  -  Sheena & Brian Vorhauer
30  - Sam & Joe Penna
LECTORS

2  -  Marlin Plymette
  9  -  Bob Mikesell
16  -  (E) Ellen Grace Vorhauer
          (L) Kate Griffith
23  -  Jamie Kmett
30  - Sam Penna
ACOLYTES

2  -  Makenzie Campbell / Carter Martin
  9  -  Sam & Joe  Penna
16  -  (E) Clara Myers / Madison Tompkins
               Crucifer:  Ashley Deetscreek

          (L) Monica Fry / Quinten Vorhauer
               Crucifer: Ian McGhee
23  -  Bella Grecek / Lakelyn Campbell
30  - Makenzie Campbell / Madison Tompkins
ALTAR GUILD

Jeannette Vorhauer/Laverne Reffner/

Lois Graham

WORSHIP ASSISTANT

Tifffany Jones
COMMUNION ASSISTANT

Denny Livingston
HEAD USHERS
Mark Dreikorn/Linda Sell/Jim Hockensmith  [image: image2.png]



MARCH BIRTHDAYS
1st
Jeannette Vorhauer


Amy (Ling) Confer

2nd 
Sarah Ross

3rd   
August C Rodkey, Jr.


Paige Mazeika 
5th
Katie Stormer


Adam Grove 
8th
Denise Warzel


Nathan Penrod 
11th
Clara Myers 

Amy Jo Kretchman


Ian Mulligan

12th
Ed Vorhauer, Sr. 

14th
Carol Keilman

15th
Sue Vorhauer

17th    Logan Boback

18th
Jennie Vorhauer 

Tyler Jenkins 
19th
Amanda George

22nd
Richard Mosley 
23rd
Craig Noble


Andrew Mulligan

24th
Mark Kretchman

25th
Shane Dunn 

David (DJ) Kivisto


Darla Hildebrand

27th
Pam Miller

28th
Kristie Alexander


Jacqueline Hockenberry

29th   
Ashley Deetscreek 

Sydney Hoffman 
30th
Nathan Ditchcreek

31st
Chris Amos


Diane Taylor
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MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
16th
Russ & Linda Seliga

23rd
Ricky & Darla Hildebrand

[image: image4.jpg]HapoY =
il
DAyl




[image: image5.png]PRAYERS




December

Melissa

Linda Seliga

Nancy Deetscreek

Dorothy Fisher

Samantha Anderson

Hector M Alleman

Alyssa Sheppard

Katie

Hailey

Marge Hofecker

Pr. Alan Grant

Carole

Jim Williamson

Bill & Joan Berresford

Shirley

Dorothy Huntzing

Fred Meier Jr.

Ellis Rewarts

Jaydin Beam

January

Barbara Kotelnicki

Helen M

Mark T

Connie Colvin

Richard Hassinger

Dakota 

Pr. Peter Helmers

February

Bob Himes

Charles Ross

Thelma Popp

Halee Campbell

Denny Grove

Thomas Wray 

Kathy Belgin

Connie Toth
Individuals placed on the pray list remain in the Communicant a total of 3 months.

[image: image6.jpg]n
Remembetg

Our Homebound Members




ST. PAUL’S HOMEBOUND

Peg McGhee  

Helen Mott

Chris Amos


Ollie Hofecker 

Norma &Shelly Keyser
Anastasia Grove


Edward Vorhauer Sr.


Military deployed:

(Remember to pray for our service men/women who are serving abroad every night at 9:00 p.m.)   

Derek Zarnesky

Anna Beltowski
Melanie Rininger

Jeremy Solnosky

Richard James

Jacob Hessler

Jennifer Wagner

WELCOME HOME Jacob Hale 




FOOD COLLECTION
              ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL
                  LUTHERAN CHURCH

          Item of the Month!
      MARCH:
 PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY – No glass
(PIE FILLING AND PIE CRUST MIX- FOR EASTER)
Pantry supplies of the following items are at a low right now.  All of these items would be appreciated.  Thank you!
Cereal;  Peanut Butter and Jelly;  Juice and Macaroni & Cheese    (no glass please)
FOOD PANTRY

The direct phone number for the food pantry is 
INTERFAITH COMMUNITY

814-242-7910

Phone calls will be returned so please leave your number.

NEXT DISTRIBUTION:  
Saturday,  March 25th, 2017
from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm at

St. John Vianney’s Catholic Church 

          

Sharing from the Heart….
With Spring on the horizon, and Easter just around the corner, here’s a simple treat to go with that Easter ham… Enjoy!!
DOLE WHIP
1 can crushed pineapple, drained

1 TBSP pineapple juice

2 TBSP sugar

1 TBSP juice from 1 lemon

1 TBSP juice from 1 lime

Blend in the blender until smooth, no chunks!  Freeze in bowl or plastic bag until firm but can be worked into a slush.

Beat ¾ cup heavy cream to soft peaks and fold into frozen slush.
Serve as you would serve sherbet.  It’s refreshing with just a hint of sweetness and the pineapple flavor goes well after a great ham dinner!  
RELAY FOR LIFE

Thanks to all that continue to support Relay for Life by participating in the dinner events at Applebee’s and Hoss’s.  We enjoyed some good lunches and dinners and at the same time, raised 15% of each tab for Relay for Life!  Watch for the notice our next Applebee’s event and hopefully we’ll see you there!  

Also, thank you to all that participated in the bowling event for our Relay for Life team.  It was a fun day and a good event.  
Murder Mystery Dinner will be Friday March 24th with the doors open at 6:30, dinner at 7:00.  $35 per person, limited tickets.

Each of these events raised funds for our team!  Remember, Relay for Life is 
June 12 - 13, 2017.
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Thank you to all who helped with the event.

Great pancakes and lots of fun!  Congratulations to the Taste-Testing Contest winners,  Jeannette Tompkins, Michele Jones and Jan & Butch Hildebrand, and special thanks to Jim, Sam and Joe Penna for getting pied!  All proceeds go toward the youth group mission trips.
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Spaghetti Dinner to benefit Nanty Glo Library
Thank you to everyone who helped make our first spaghetti dinner to benefit the Nanty Glo Library a huge success.  The kitchen crew was amazing as always. The youth helped direct and support the newcomers from the library board and staff with the dining room duties.  Thank you to all who came out to support us with help setting up, serving, cleaning up, and purchasing meals.  

With your help we served 163 meals:

105 Adult meals

12 Youth meals

46 take outs

We were able to raise $1,100. For the library

You helped make a big impact in our community.  Thank you to everyone for your help and support.  

Marlin Plymette, Library Board President
Hospital notes…

Blake continues to be a patient and continues to look forward to cards from his St. Paul’s family. Thank you to all that remember Blake in your prayers too!  We greatly appreciate it!  
Michele & Bob
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Ladies, please join us for ladies night on Thursday, March 16 at 7:00 PM.  We will be making Easter cards for our shut-ins and sharing gardening tips.
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Saturday March 11, 2017 from 9:00 to 4:30pm

april HAPPENINGS 

[image: image11.jpg]A

e

SERVIC?/eﬂ:'

—
-—

A\

—
-—




Mid-Week Lenten worship for April
April 5th 7:00 pm

In our world we are surrounded by many philosophies and religions, all claiming to have the truth. In our Lenten worship this week we will gather to worship Jesus our Savior, whose kingdom is a kingdom of truth and who is himself the Way and the Truth and Life.
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Palm Sunday april 9th 9:00 AM

Candy will be needed to fill eggs for this wonderful event.  Be sure they are individually wrapped and are able to fit into a plastic egg.  
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April 9th 

Children’s Easter egg hunt following worship
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Holy Week
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Maundy Thursday April 13th 7:00 PM

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus gave to his disciples and to us the holy meal that is his body and blood. As we receive this gift we will stand together in faith, trusting in the words of our Lord. Through his holy Supper our Savior nourishes our faith and strengthens our fellowship.
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Good Friday april 14th  noon and 7:00 pm

As we near the end of this Holy Week, we will gather to remember our Savior’s suffering and death. In obedience to his Father’s will and out of his love for us, Jesus took his final steps to the cross. There he took our sins onto himself and suffered and died so that we would be forgiven. On Good Friday we will stand at the foot of the cross, remembering our Lord’s sacrifice.
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Easter Vigil Saturday april 15th 5:30 PM

From the darkness into the light
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Easter worship services 6:30am and 9 am (with breakfast inbetween)
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Easter breakfast will be served at 7:30 am
ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN














St. Paul’s Preschool  

stpaulsmc@atlanticbbn.net






   Tuesday and Wednesday

www.stpaulsevluth-mc.com






     9:00a.m. – 11:30a.m.

(814) 322-1307
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Thank you to everyone who helped with and those that donated life giving blood to our recent Blood Drive.  We surpassed our goal of 16 pints.  We collected 19 pints.  It was a great day.











